
 
October 3, 2019 
 

Dear Fifth Grade Families, 
 

It was wonderful to see you at Back to School Night. As we focused on during our presentation, 
Fifth grade is a transition for all students and families, with the scheduling of opportunities to 
cover many content areas. As a wonderful example of this, last week our parents came together 
to have our first Garden event and we’re all set to sell the Chimichurri the kids made at Harvest 
Fest! 
 

We are operating at full steam and look forward to updating you on your student. Parent/teacher 
conferences begin next week (Tuesday & Wednesday) and continue the following week (Thursday 
& Friday). This will provide us an opportunity to collaborate with you to review your student’s 
progress thus far and create short term goals for the remainder of the trimester. This will also be 
a time to bring to the table any questions you have in regards to your student or our 5th grade 
program.  
 

As a fifth grade team, it is our goal to ensure that your student enters middle school with the 
confidence and skills necessary to succeed. Everyday they need their materials, please remind 
them - Expandable folder: homework papers, reading books, and binder reminder to bring it all! 
 

Here’s what we’re working on in core content within our homerooms:  
❖ MATH - We are wrapping up our second unit. Having completed Classifying Plane Figures and 

Coordinate Geometry. We conclude each unit with an assessment to check your student’s 
growth and progress. Starting this month, we will begin Place Value.  

❖ BOOK CLUBS - For the remainder of this trimester, students will be working in Book Clubs with 
our focus on ​Determining Themes.​ Students are reading realistic fiction texts. Ask your child 
about their book and engage with them about what they’re reading and analyzing! 

❖ WRITING - This trimester is devoted to telling ​Powerful Stories​ through Personal Narratives. They 
are working to convey meaningfulness through a small moment. Students are still in the early 
phases, but we see great potential in their first drafts. Feel free to ask them about their topics! 

 

On the back of this letter is a list of important dates and events that will take place between now 
and next month. We will update your student day-by-day and week-by-week through the ​Binder 
Reminder​, but this long-term outline should help everyone stay on track. Thank you all for your 
support thus far, we look forward to meeting with you during your conference time.  
 

Best,  
The 5th grade team - ​Alicia, Gillian, and Nicki   



 
3rd & 4th- topic 16 math QUIZ 
10th- word study quiz (ad-) 
CONFERENCES (MINIMUM DAYs - 12:30 dismissals) 

● 8th & 9th -  Tuesday & Wednesday 
● 17th & 18th - Thursday & Friday 

14TH - RIVEROPOLIS! 
15TH - GARDEN FEST! 2:30-4:30 pm 
23RD- line-up 8:25 am 
24TH - GARDEN! 

● VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

30th - Buddy Carnival! 
● 3rd & 4th periods (students only) 

31st- halloween! 
● parade schedule - 1:15 pm 

 

Messages for COntent Areas 
 

ELA with Ms. Edelman​: ​In ELA, we have started our Word Study and Spelling units. Students will have a weekly quiz, one week being a 
Word Study Quiz (vocabulary words based on a common Latin or Greek  affix/root) and the next week being a Spelling quiz (separate word list). 
The students are expected to complete the word study homework (icons, sorts, & crosswords) in their Word Study Notebook. They are also expected 
to complete 1-2 spelling homework activities in their Word Study Notebook, which is due on the day of the quiz. These activities are given to 
the students to show  them several different study strategies, in hopes that they will find a few ways that work best for them as they move 
through 5th grade and onto middle school. Feel free to ask your student to give you a tour of their Word Study Notebook!  

Design with Mrs. Parkhurst​: ​FIND IT! SKETCH IT! BUILD IT! SHARE IT! 
We are beginning our projects to create our Carnival Games! Students have at least 1 classmate and 1 second grade buddy. The 5th graders 
interviewed their buddy to gather data for their preferences. Now they are sketching their ideas and coming up with a collaborative concept. 
They will then build a model out of cardstock and masking tape to construct their first prototype. We will move to using FUSION 360 - a CAD 
program - to input their concept into individualized pieces that the laser cutter will create for them to assemble. Look out for a Sign-up 
Genius to help build in the lab! 

Music with Mrs. Hoss​: ​Students should be practicing a minimum of 45 minutes each week. Practice should be recorded on the practice 
chart and signed by a parent before students turn them in. BRING THE INSTRUMENTS! 

MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAYS  THURSDAY 

X Y 10/7 - Y 
10/14 - X 
10/21 - Y 
10/28 - X 

EVERYONE 

 

_________________________________________________________ 
LOOKING AHEAD… November 

11/1 - NO SCHOOL, TEACHER WORK DAY 
11/14 - NO SCHOOL, VETERAN’S DAY 


